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567 March 9, 1900 

Report from Corunna — Smallpox, typhus fever, and influenza. 

Cobunna, Spain, February 10, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith my report for the week 
ended this day. 

The following vessel was inspected and' cleared during the week: On 
February 10, 1900, steamer Gaditano, for Havana via Vigo, with pas- 
sengers and cargo. There were taken on at this port 79 steerage pas- 
sengers and 5 crew, inspected and passed, with baggage. 

The sanitary condition of this city is tolerably good. Influenza, mild 
in form, prevails. 

Infectious diseases during the past two weeks : Smallpox, 5 cases and 
3 deaths ; typhus, 1 death. 

Eespectfully, Julio Haemony, 

United States Consul. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

[Report No. 238.] 
Public health in Constantinople. 

Constantinople, February 6, 1900. 
Sib : The sanitary condition of Constantinople is no better than it 
was during the twenty-one days before the 29th of last January. 
Diphtheria is always prevailing, though, as I have already stated in my 
last report, it is of a very mild character. I am glad to state that 
during the last week no death of said disease has been registered, 
though during the week ended the 29th of the same month (January), 
6 diphtheria deaths occurred. Whooping cough also is prevailing as 
well as mumps ; some cases of measles are also registered as well as 
some deaths. From the 22d of last January to the 5th instant, 48 
deaths were registered from inflammation of the respiratory apparatus. 
During the above-mentioned fortnight, 564 deaths have been registered 
in Constantinople, of which 6 were from diphtheria, 7 from measles, and 
18 from typhoid fever. The last disease I may say is endemic. 

Public health in the Turkish provinces. 

The sanitary news from the provinces does not announce any out- 
break of cholera or plague, but it states that typhoid fever, diphtheria, 
smallpox, as well as scarlet fever prevail epidemically there. The 
number of deaths registered during the month of October in Priveza is 
14, while during the month of November it was only 7. During the 
same month of November the number of deaths registered in the follow- 
ing places were : Eighteen in Samsoon, 21 in Dardanelles, 39 in Cavalla, 
42 in Beirut, 104 in Salonica, and 258 in Smyrna. I notice that of the 
104 deaths registered in Salonica, 30 were from tuberculosis, of which 
14 were meningeal and 16 were pulmonary. In Cavalla, of the 39 
deaths registered, 10 were from pneumonia, 10 from scarlet fever, 5 
from typhoid fever, and 4 from diphtheria. 

From Smyrna it is announced that smallpox has broken out epidem- 
ically. The sanitary physician from Beirut states that the number of 
deaths registered is far from being real, because of not being forbidden 
to bury without a special permit from the authorities. Among the 42 
deaths registered in Beirut only 5 are foreigners. Said number can 
not be true, for the colony of foreigners in said town is large. 
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Scarcity of water in Djiddah. 

From Djiddah it is announced that 10,100 pilgrims have already 
arrived there. I reported in my last report that the anxiety caused 
from the want of water in said city had already arrived at its culmina- 
tion. I am sorry to state now that nothing has been done to improve 
the condition which still exists. It is reported that a little tin of water, 
about 30 libras, is sold for $1. Useless to add that said water is but a 
solution of dirty mud and more or less disease. The consuls at Djiddah 
have cabled collectively to their respective ambassadors or ministers in 
Constantinople exposing the difficult situation existing there and asking 
for relief. While the superior sanitary commission was sitting and 
discussing said question the bash-kiatib, or the secretary of the commis- 
sion, was asked to go directly to the grand vizier and tell him the 
gravity of the situation. The answer was that the sanitary board ought 
to take the necessary steps and advance the necessary funds on the 
account of the Government. A steamboat will be sent to the Eed Sea, 
which will carry the necessary water from Suez to Djiddah and Yambo. 
It is to be hoped that no trouble will arise from said unique situation. 

Provisions scarce at Camaran. 

From Camaran the sanitary inspector, Dr. Xanthopulidis, transmits 
some details concerning the supply of food provisions to the pilgrims 
of Camaran as well as the contract between the sanitary authority of 
said lazaretto and the man who has to supply said food provisions. 
I may remark that sheep or goat meat is not to be sold to said pilgrims. 
Only lamb and ox meat will be sold. The price of lamb meat will not 
exceed 8 cents per libra, ox meat about 5 cents per libra, the same 
weight of butter 50 cents, etc. I repeat what I have already reported 
that some of the pilgrims drink distilled water. Dysentery has nearly 
disappeared from Camaran. 

Sanitary news from abroad. 

It has been officially announced that bubonic plague has broken out 
at Numea where, since the 26th of last December, 18 plague deaths 
have been registered. The French consul at Mascat announces, under 
date November 18, the outbreak of cholera at Mascat and at Mattrah. 

Inclosures. 

I have the honor to forward (1) a copy of the communication of the 
French consul of Mascat, above mentioned ; (2) a French copy of the 
deicsion of the superior sanitary commission concerning the quarantine 
to which ships and passengers coming from Mascat and all the seashore 
from Adramut to Aden ; (3) a French copy of a communication of the 
minister of foreign affairs concerning the question of the consular 
visa, which the Ottoman Government requires for the ships under 
Hellenic flag. As it is seen by said communication that said question 
is not yet settled, the Hellenic sanitary representative has already made 
opposition, and will communicate an answer in one of the following sit- 
tings of the superior sanitary commission ; (4) a printed French copy of 
the transit of the pilgrims in Holy Lands of Islam. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 
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[Inelosure No. 1. — Translated in this Bureau.] 

Communication made by the delegate of France at the session of the council held January 

11, 1900. 

[Copy of a letter from the French consul at Mascat, dated November 18, 1899.] 

Sir : I have the honor to inform your excellency that from October 29 to November 
3, the deaths occasioned by cholera were 90 at Mascate and 60 at Mattrah. 

Since November 4 the epidemic has very manifestly declined, there having been 25 
cholera deaths at Mascat and 20 at Mattrah from November 4 to November 10, and 5 
at Mascat and 3 at Mattrah from November 11 to November 18. Throughout the rest 
of Omm the epidemic continues its ravages. 

Tirve, a coast town near Sour, is very seriously attacked, having had more than 300 
deaths. Sour is only lightly attacked. This is also true of Sib, which is also a coast 
town, situated near Mascat. In the interior the epidemic has reached Wadi Maaduil, 
Wadi Beni Kouwaha, and the towns of Nokhal, Kistag, and Semed. From Wadi to 
Wadi and tribe to tribe cholera is spreading throughout the country and decimating 
the population. 

The Sultau lately determined to raise the quarantine imposed at Mattrah on cara- 
vans arriving from the interior, but he has been obliged to leave it in force. 

Ottoni. 
[Inelosure No. 2.] 

Circular telegram to health officers, dated January IS, 1900. 

By decision of the superior council of health, the ten days' quarantine imposed on 
arrivals from Mascat is extended to arrivals from all points on the Arabic littoral of the 
Gulf of Oman, and from Adramut to Aden, exclusive of the last-named place. 

Dr. Cozzosris, 
Inspector- General. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Austria — Brunn. — Month of December, 1899. Estimated popula- 
tion, 82,660. Total number of deaths, 237, including 45 from tubercu- 
losis. 

Bahamas — Governors Harbor. — Week ended February 17, 1900. Esti- 
mated population, 1,500. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Gay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended February 15, 1900. Esti- 
mated population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau. — Two weeks ended February 19, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 12,000. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

British Columbia — Vancouver. — Month of December, 1899. Esti- 
mated population, 30,000. Total number of deaths, 17, including 2 
from enteric fever. 

Germany— Glauchau. — Month of January, 1900. Estimated popula- 
tion, 27,000. Total number of deaths, 45, including 11 from phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Weimar. — Month of January, 1900. Estimated population, 29,633. 
Total number of deaths, 35. No contagious diseases reported. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended February 10, 
1900, correspond to an annual rate of 22.8 a thousand of the aggregate 
population, which is estimated at 11, 610, 296. The highest rate was 
recorded in Wolverhampton, viz, 34.3, and the lowest in Cardiff, 
viz, 12.6. 



